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By John Picton Toronto Star 
That light in the sky you s::~w las 

night wasn't a flying sau<'t'r It 
W<i:'1't marsh gas, tC (1 1 dr­
~ cl.J1 ·s, or any of the otlac:!r fa 111 t :~r 
Pxpl(.i tions. 

Ch es are that •·T_· 0'' was 
"u~ -·,a .~~s~er.:o . DrOC"SS on 

t ~ - -- '-• 

... "'~ -- n ~ ... - .. t"~" -· 

vh ~~ ·- - • _.Jcr~ : 1 1 l!L a 
_ .:· ~ . , · .,ist .::acht · at Lauren· 

_ .ver .ty in :) dbury, and 
dr! I .rad. ·, a g olo~ic;t at tl e U .• 
Bure;· f Iin ·s in De .:er b -
lit ve. 

Fed into contputer 

''More th3n half the UF'O :;ight­
ings arr because of earthquak(• 
lumination," Persinger told the 
Sunday Star. 
· Of the remaining sightings, he 
'Says: "The concept of explaining all 
UF'Os is out of date, anyway. The 
average person must realize that 
not all sightings are from the same 

- - -~-- ---

source!' 
HP :1dch that such sightings may 

be ~ w<Jrning of earthq akes to 
·on. "t!ek ..... 11 ont ' s nr ev'- 11 y -.; r-, 

l:lt r. 
Pe sin~ ·r, who -najorcrl in geo­

phyl)ic.s, b-.. rr<m ,:,tudying unus,lal 
phenomena in 1971 , feeding all thr 
j, ~ r. ~rel ·n - a computer. 

. did ::m analy5b, tli 
~rf: ,, . ~~ mped o t v.; h unhehe -
:.t ·. ,; .en ... ty/' h .. <-.JS. "It wet 
h dCt\ o the 19th century in Er.~­
land and the U.S. whet these lights 
were calleci dt•vil :,tan. ;1nr! c'mwt · 
and ac ·o s •• lJ ,·~.' ' 

One a red he's re -earchcd, tPW he 
says proves his theory, is the 1 e v 
Madrid region where the bo1·ders 
of Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas 
come together. 

The most severe earthquakes in 
North American history occurred 
there in 1811-1812. In 1958, earth 
tremors were recorded there 
again, and "there was an eight-fold 
increase in the number of luminos­
ity reports in the region in the 

previous six mon hs." 
Over a fault l1ne in the earth'., 

crust running frl)m Quebec City to 
\ icoutimi, thf 'P w"r a. sn ~,ny a 
JO U •'0 sig 1 mg reported L .. 
twecn 1975 and 1979- ''and then· 
was a marked incrrase in the num· 
ber of lurninc~:ty: (ports." 

en s Jig.~ tci • 
Per~iHgPr and Br<~dy ha 'C db· 

cover d that wlH'n quartz·bearing 
rock break<; up, balls of light are 
produced - short-lived, but as in· 
trnse a:, ligh ninp. 

Labora or) n perim nt.' slH'.~Pd 
the lummescence from a single 
"rack would la t on~y for micro­
seconds, but in that time it might 
strceik away, hover, and then movP 
again in the cha-racteristic movl). 
ments of UFOs. 

The movements are explained 
by complex theories of ions, elec­
trons and electro-ma.gnetic fields. 

The Chine~ already call such 
luminosity "earthquake light:;." 
- One case the scientists studied 

wa . a serie:-.; of .:Jlghtings made 
frorn :-m aircraft flying a midni~ht 
run from Wrllington to C r1 : 
('hun· •. ·ew Zt ~ • 1 dn I, on r ' ·. :!n 
IU78. 

The crew hwl ~potted brilliant 
~:ld my6tcnou.1 ii~ht. in thP s!:·· a 
ft:.:w dav· befur and a TV ere lo­

W<l., On~ boar,· in Ch~ - tr 'V ~ ' 
F' m'<i ag<..in .. , out 2~ •. n-.~t -s .. 
of Wellingtf, . t. ro iiJ' ,. a. -r, -... • 

and seemed to fv' c : i e '··. 
flig ,t path. ~omCiim(~S hover r.'"' 
and then spPPding a\'' ay. 

'i'hP po~1t1on :mo 't ,! •.. l •. f •· 
light frn n bl!p. w . 'rtil: •. en 1> • 

l1ps on rafiar screen~. 
On the gro'tnd, rese, rchers look· 

rd for ratio 1al explanatIons -
fbl ing boats, meteors, see-n-: air· 
t:Taft, sightings of Jupiter or 
Venus, city lig ts or simply a hoax. 
None seeil)ed reasonable. 

The sightings remained a mys· 
tery until Brady laid a geological 
ma1 alongside the flight p·,th of 
the plane and realized it had hef'n 
flying parallel to one of the earth's 
great fault lines, the Alpine Fault. 


